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Headmaster’s Letter

18 May 2026

Dear All

Welcome
We are very pleased to welcome Dr Liz Chare, who has been appointed as a teacher in the Chemistry Department and Tim
Waterhouse who has joined our Team as HR Manager.

Birds, Bees and Plumbing

We have had some unusual issues to deal with, including a colony of bees on the Sports Hall roof, pigeons in the Sixth Form
Centre and flooding in Maths. All under control thanks to our proactive Estates Team. The bees were an initial worry - a
member of staff was stung, but the advice from bee experts proved correct and they are now busy making their honey; the
pigeons, aware of 1400 outdoor diners during the week, are a bit of a nuisance, but under control. Of greater concern has
been the plumbing which is decades old and, of course, costly to resolve. Apologies for any inconvenience caused to students
and staff in recent weeks.

Examinations
The examination season is underway and | renew my best wishes for students in Years 11 and 13 who are sitting their GCSE
and A Level exams respectively.

See you soon

Our Leavers’ Day was the usual celebration for Year 13 with inflatable activities, barbecue, costumes and speeches. My
speech was, perhaps, the most humdrum, but it was genuinely meant as | thanked our leavers for their contribution to RGS
over the years, wishing them well as they move to the next stage of their lives. | will be writing to leavers in the next few days
with some information about staying in touch with us in the future. OWSs have an enormous amount to offer current RGS
students as they progress in their careers - many do like to ‘give back’ in a number of ways. I've had the privilege of seeing
ten year groups from Years 7 through to Year 13 at RGS alone and it is always super to see former students when they return
or, indeed, if | bump into them when shopping, on the train etc.

We do not have a tradition of end of Year 11 celebrations on the grounds that the majority of students have stayed on into
the Sixth Form - | am however aware that some students felt the loss of the Friday before they went onto study leave. Just a
reminder that, for this week, teachers are available for Year 11 and 13 in their normal lesson periods - always worth emailing
the teacher in advance so that they can arrange to be in the usual classroom.

Music

We had an excellent concert on 23 April. Many vocal, choral and instrumental ensembles took part; particularly impressive to
see 150 boys singing in the massed choir. Choral singing in state schools is at ‘rock bottom’ - our massed choir is the acorn
from which our chamber choir grows early next month, four of our musicians will be providing background music at the
Houses of Parliament - an event for Grammar School Heads; | shall be particularly proud to be there this year! Viva la musica.
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Arkwright Scholarships 2026

Mr Marshall - Subject Leader for Engineering, writes:

An Arkwright Scholarship is one of the most prestigious awards in the Engineering profession. Only those who demonstrate an extremely
high aptitude achieve it. This year, slightly less than 300 awards were issued throughout England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland.
We are delighted to announce that Arafat Hussain, of 11SJ, successfully achieved one of these scholarships. We would also like to recognize
our existing Arkwright Scholars, all of whom are currently in either Year 12 or 13: Siva Balasundaram, Hasan Al-Zarrad, Arran Patel, Sanjit
Kumaramuthu, and Josh LeVan. Achieving the scholarship requires a multi-stage process. Candidates must first complete an application
form detailing their extra-curricular engineering participation, team and leadership experiences, and information about their GCSE DT
project. They must also demonstrate a thorough knowledge of engineering generally, as well as a more in-depth knowledge of their chosen
field of future study. This is followed by a very rigorous aptitude paper. For those selected, the final stage is an intensive interview by
members of the Arkwright panel, where they are expected to demonstrate both a sound knowledge of their chosen field and their
leadership potential.

The benefits of being an Arkwright Scholar during Year 12 and 13 include:

An award of £250 per year.

Assignment of a mentor who is a specialist currently working in their chosen career field.
Access to a range of on-line and virtual training events.

Work experience opportunities at a subsidized rate or entirely free.

Mobile Phones

In case you missed it, please see a link here to a letter from Mr Wilson, Deputy Headmaster, regarding our tightening up of
our existing smartphone school day ban. It is a very somewhat divisive issue at the moment, but | am convinced that our
stance is the right one for RGS at this time. Please do reinforce, at home, that our ‘in bags at the gates’ means exactly what it
says and | trust that we shall be able to count on your support should your son or daughter not conform with our tightened
processes.

Roadworks
Please note that, from 9 June, there will be significant roadworks (change to three months in drop-down menu) in the
proximity of RGS. Please see this description below, so that you can amend your journeys to school as appropriate.

The works are programmed from 9 June to 23 July

Hamilton Road will be closed from the A404 to the entrance to the school car park on the opposite side of Hamilton Road.
The existing traffic signals will be switched off and removed at the start of the job. Temporary signal controlled pedestrian
crossings will be provided to allow people to cross the A404 during the works.

Congratulations to:

U13s Rugby squad, who lifted the trophy as cup winners of the 7s Series held at cinch Stadium on Wednesday. A great day of
competitive rugby and fantastic end to the season!

Mr Crinyon, who has been announced as the Bucks RUFC Referee of the Year.

With best wishes

Philip Wayne
Headmaster



https://docs.google.com/document/d/11ShAJJhDgGLb7Agx3z8SsIxlJIlbD9AKUkcMITq8SQA/edit?tab=t.0
https://one.network/uk/buckinghamshire

