Year 7/9
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Evening

The RGS Ethos of Learning



What 0s wrong wi th

A Sir Ken Robinson Link
A


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U

Re me mber

t hese

A Ruby the baby link
A

t


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Q2cL-WteZk



http://www.codex99.com/illustration/images/wilks_s_lg.jpg

How do we want our students to be as Iearner?

ACorrect
Asit still
ADo as told

AGood at remembering
facts

AReliant on others

AGood at following
Instructions

AListen to teachers
AGood at copying

A Self devaluative
A Attentive to everyone
A Imaginative

A Responsible

A Initiators

A Adventurous

A Creative

A Social learners
A Be active

A Curious

A Independent



What do currentHeadteacherssay about
education?

AWe are focussing too much on standards to the detriment
of lifelong habits of mind.

AOur young people are becoming skilled for a life of tests
not the tests of life.

AWe are in danger of fostering a dependency culture.

AAs our students grow older, we are teaching and they are
learning in functional ways that limit their independence
of mind.



ATheir world will be challenging, uncertain and
competitive.

- o e ot it

iInterdependent and flexible learners.

£Our schools need to adapt our approaches to
provide students with the habits of mind they
will need.



Professor TimBirkhead, Sheffield
University

AOThe most striking thin
undergraduates is their dependence, their lack of
Initiative and their reluctance to think
t hemsel vesénew undergr a
to be told what to do at every stage. It is almost as
though the spoocfeeding and tea¢h-thetest
culture at school has drained them of Independent

t hought . O



Essex advertising executive
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Michael Morpurgo, BBC Dimbleby
Lecture, 2011

AOWe must remember that
not simply for employment and for the
contribution they can make to the common good,
but for the different decisions they will have to
make In their personal lives, in those moments
when they have to take



A Pete Wood.

A Mindfulness

A Make the Difference (MTD)
A Co-curricular involvement
A Failure Week

f
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Reducing assessment,
Improving feedback.

Delivering a world class standard of education, enabling
RGS boys to achieve their potential

5% ETHOS OF LEARNING &%

TEAMWORK ENGAGEMENT CREATIVITY I RESPONSIBILITY
G N




Proposal

u Have x3 yr7 Biology, Chemistry and Physics classes completing no end
of topic assessment (therefore grades/scores are not given to
students).

u Work/homework is still set and marked. Scores are recorded by
teachers, however marking focusses ar ot
marking policy where students are provided with specific feedback or
model answers to act upon. A model answer will always be given so
students know what the perfect answer would be.

u  Students/parents will still be given progress cards.

ETHOS OF LEARNING 42

| CREATIVITY RESPONSIBILITY

PREPARATION

Surveys will be completed throughout the year along with comparing
end of year exam results.

CO-OPERATION

CHALLENGE
RELE “E 3 T fufil your pole




Why?

u  Striving to deliver a world class education dFinland use this model.

u Focus on enjoyment, self -evaluation and motivation to be the best
they can be. (Ethos of Learning)

u Less worrying about assessment. More of a learning culture.

u Less competition, more cooperation between students. (Ethos of
Learning)

u More teaching time available as less time taken up by assessment
(potentially 16 more lessons).

u  More responsibility taken for own learning (Ethos of Learning)

()

. Use the additional time for Problem Based Learning tasks. These can [ NG IeRNTARF AN

then use and improve skills essential for a variety of subjects. (Ethos [ e -
of Learning) "




Finland as an example

Since the start of PISA (Program for International School Assessment) rankings,
Finland has been the top in Europe for Science, Maths and Reading standards.

PERFORMANCE

Mathematics Reading

MIN—/—————8-MAX

No standardised assessments until one major assessment aged 18.

u Homework quantity varies dhowever generally lower than other European
countries

u No 0O gi ft e ddnorp adeagcedsstudents are used to help students who
are struggling

u  Cooperation rather than competition between students
u  Focus on feedback in order to improve

u  Students are happier and less stressed



Student well-being

Teenagers who feel part of a school community and enjoy good relations with their parents and teachers are
more likely to perform better academically and be happier with their lives. PISA 2015 analyses for the fist time
students’ well-being, their sense of belonging at school but also their relationships with peers and teachers,
their home life, and how they spend their time outside of school.

Life satisfaction Sense of belonging at Schoolwork-related anxiety
school
Finland Finland Finland
KIM 9 MA MIM L] MA KM 9 WA

Share of top performers

Top-performing students in science can use abstract scientific ideas or concepts to explain unfamiliar and more
complex phenomena and events. In mathematics, they are capable of advanced mathematical thinking and
reasoning. In reading, top performers can retrieve information that requires the student to locate and organise
several pieces of deeply embedded information from a text or graph.

Science Mathematics Reading

Finland Finland Finland

MIM 20 MaX MIM C ] MAX MIN e o MaX
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Reducing assessment,
Improving feedback.

Delivering a world class standard of education, enabling
RGS boys achieve their potential
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Sort out the Comic or the Marshmallow
chall engeeé

A String

ATape

A 20 pieces of spaghetti
A Marshmallow

A 12 minutes to produce the tallest free standing tower which can support a
marshmallow on the top!



What skills have you used?




OH My!
WELL, 100 LIKE A
CHALLENGE!

A HAIRCUT AND
THAT'S TRAT!

The answers

’ My HAIR BEEN

DECLARED A TEMPORARY
NATURE RESERVE?
MAVBENE)("M TY




Building Curious Minds

How many questions does the
average four year old ask in a

day?

|




Our main task is to
enable all young people
to stay curious and cope
with uncertainty so that

they have the confidence
to make decisions for

themselves... \







Habits of Mind

What are you
noticing?

What questions are
you asking?




What kinds

of learning
do we value

and promote
in our

cdassrooms?







