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Whatõs wrong with Education?

ÅSir Ken Robinson Link

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U


Remember these timesé.?

ÅRuby the baby link

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Q2cL-WteZk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Q2cL-WteZk


http://www.codex99.com/illustration/images/wilks_s_lg.jpg


How do we want our students to be as learners?

ÅCorrect

ÅSit still

ÅDo as told

ÅGood at remembering 
facts

ÅReliant on others

ÅGood at following 
instructions

ÅListen to teachers

ÅGood at copying

ÅSelf  ðevaluative

ÅAttentive to everyone

ÅImaginative

ÅResponsible

ÅInitiators

ÅAdventurous

ÅCreative

ÅSocial learners

ÅBe active

ÅCurious

ÅIndependent



What do current Headteacherssay about 

education?

ÅWe are focussing too much on standards to the detriment 

of  lifelong habits of  mind.

ÅOur young people are becoming skilled for a life of  tests 

not the tests of  life.

ÅWe are in danger of  fostering a dependency culture.

ÅAs our students grow older, we are teaching and they are 

learning in functional ways that limit their independence 

of  mind.



ÅTheir world will be challenging, uncertain and 

competitive.

ÅThey need to be robust, imaginative, 

interdependent and flexible learners.

ÅOur schools need to adapt our approaches to 

provide students with the habits of  mind they 

will need.



Professor Tim Birkhead, Sheffield 

University

ÅòThe most striking thing about some 
undergraduates is their dependence, their lack of  

initiative and their reluctance to think 

themselvesénew undergraduates seem to expect 

to be told what to do at every stage. It is almost as 

though the spoon-feeding and teach-to-the-test 

culture at school has drained them of  independent 

thought.ó



Essex advertising executive

ÅòWhat am I looking for in those I employ: 
people who show initiative, tell me about 

problems theyõve solved, look for 

opportunities that Iõve missed, work well with 

other people and make me feel that theyõre 

enjoying what they do.ó



Michael Morpurgo, BBC Dimbleby

Lecture, 2011

ÅòWe must remember that we are preparing children 
not simply for employment and for the 

contribution they can make to the common good, 

but for the different decisions they will have to 

make in their personal lives, in those moments 

when they have to take responsibility themselves.ó



òPreparing for a life of tests, not the tests of 

lifeó

ÅPete Wood.

ÅMindfulness

ÅMake the Difference (MTD)

ÅCo-curricular involvement

ÅFailure Week



Reducing assessment, 

improving feedback.

Delivering a world class standard of education, enabling 

RGS boys to achieve their potential



Proposal

u Have x3 yr7 Biology, Chemistry and Physics classes completing no end 
of topic assessment (therefore grades/scores are not given to 
students). 

u Work/homework is still set and marked. Scores are recorded by 
teachers, however marking focusses around the ôMake the Differenceõ 
marking policy where students are provided with specific feedback or 
model answers to act upon. A model answer will always be given so 
students know what the perfect answer would be.

u Students/parents will still be given progress cards.

u Surveys will be completed throughout the year along with comparing 
end of year exam results.



Why?

u Striving to deliver a world class education ðFinland use this model.

u Focus on enjoyment, self -evaluation and motivation to be the best 

they can be. (Ethos of Learning)

u Less worrying about assessment. More of a learning culture.

u Less competition, more cooperation between students. (Ethos of 

Learning)

u More teaching time available as less time taken up by assessment 

(potentially 16 more lessons).

u More responsibility taken for own learning (Ethos of Learning)

u Use the additional time for Problem Based Learning tasks. These can 

then use and improve skills essential for a variety of subjects. (Ethos 

of Learning)



Finland as an example

u No standardised assessments until one major assessment aged 18. 

u Homework quantity varies ðhowever generally lower than other European 

countries

u No ôgiftedõ programs ðmore advanced students are used to help students who 

are struggling

u Cooperation rather than competition between students

u Focus on feedback in order to improve

u Students are happier and less stressed

Since the start of PISA (Program for International School Assessment) rankings, 

Finland has been the top in Europe for Science, Maths and Reading standards.





Reducing assessment, 

improving feedback.

Delivering a world class standard of education, enabling 

RGS boys achieve their potential



Sort out the Comic or the Marshmallow 

challengeé

ÅString

ÅTape

Å20 pieces of  spaghetti

ÅMarshmallow

Å12 minutes to produce the tallest free standing tower which can support a 

marshmallow on the top!



What skills have you used?



The answers














